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for acquitting ourselves thereof, we have tried to
make amends, with interest, for this delay by redou-
bling our prayers to God for the health and prosperity
of Your Eminence; and here I now offer you, in the
name of all those of our Society who are here, the
most humble and most cordial thanks that I am able
to express. :

Now if Your Eminence desire to know in a few
words what good your charity has accomplished, this,
Monseigneur, is what I can say: The Gospel has
been announced to more than ten thousand savages,
not only in general, but to each family, and almost
to every person [480] individually; more than a
thousand have been baptized, in the extraordinary
epidemics which have come upon them, and of these
many little children, at least, have taken flight to
Heaven; and to crown this good fortune, we have
endured many persecutions.

Finding ourselves strong enough in the language
to launch out still more, all our thoughts are of the
Plus ultra; but it must be confessed that the difficul-
ties therein are altogether extraordinary.

I would abuse the patience of Your Eminence by
mentioning these in more detail; I will only say that
we have here all the difficulties of those who have
labored in these later centuries for the conversion of
the Gentiles, or others that are at least equal to
them,—and we have not, nor can we have, the suc-
cor and assistance that the other countries have had.
This causes us in no wise to lose courage, keeping
in mind the Master who assigns us to this part of his
field; on the contrary, we are not a little consoled at
seeing ourselves engaged by his order in an occupa-
tion in which we are obliged to depend solely upon
his Providence and aid.



